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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
11/1/18 
•  Advisory @ 11am 
•  Scholarship @ 11am 
11/8/18 
•  Hist/Theory/Comp @ 11am 
•  Music Education @ 11am 
11/13/18 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
11/15/18 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
12/4/18 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
1/15/19 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
1/17/19 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
1/22/19 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
1/29/19 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
1/31/19 
•  SFSC @ 11am 
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Illinois State University
School of  Music 
Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum and members of  the ISU African Music and Dance ensemble 
performed at the 105th anniversary celebration of  the Wayman AME Church in Bloomington 
on Saturday, October 20.  On Saturday, October 27, Oforiwaa gave a talk, “Walking with My 
Ancestors: Reflections on a Journey from Slave Dungeons in Ghana to America,” at TEDx 
Normal.  She used songs, original poetry, and movement to reflect on her research in slave 
dungeons in Ghana.  Students in her Introduction to Ethnomusicology class presented their 
ethnographic field research findings at the symposium, “Cultural Counterpoints: Explorations 
in Music,” on October 22.  The College Research Committee has awarded Oforiwaa the 
2018 CFA Outstanding Research Award for her scholarly and creative activities. 
Ama Oforiwaa Aduonum presenting at TEDx Normal on the CPA Concert Hall stage.
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Allison Alcorn joined Ken Lam, conductor of  the Illinois 
Symphony Orchestra, for “Concert Conversations” prior to 
the ISO Bicentennial Concerts in Bloomington and 
Springfield. They focused on Beethoven Symphony No. 9, 
but also discussed Copland’s “Lincoln Portrait” and Joan 
Tower’s “Fanfare for the Uncommon Woman.”  Leading a 
cross-departmental effort, Allison was awarded a Sage Fund 
grant along with a Community Engagement grant, a 
Culturally-Responsive Learning grant, and grants from the 
College of  Arts & Sciences, the English Department, and the 
School of  Music to bring The New Yorker music critic and 
Pulitzer Prize nominee Alex Ross to ISU February 18, 2019 
for a public lecture and a students-only Q&A. The School of  
Music was represented at the ISU Study Abroad Fair by the 
ISU Music in the UK program, recruiting students for 
London and Edinburgh in May-June 2019.  Participants in 
the 2017 trip joined Allison at the program table and assisted 
with the follow-up informational meeting.  
Debbie Aurelius-Muir reports that before teaching at ISU, 
she entered her Olympia High School Concert Choir in a 
national contest called The American Prize. Winners were 
announced and her choir received Honorable Mention!  Her 
Olympia choir was recognized for “outstanding literature.” 
Glenn Block and the ISU Symphony Orchestra were active 
though October, hosting several prominent area conductors 
that led conducting master classes and orchestra rehearsals:  
Ken Lam of  the Illinois Symphony, George Stelluto of  the 
Peoria Symphony, and Rei Hotoda of  the Fresno 
Philharmonic.  The ISU Symphony will perform its own 
November 4 program, including Wagner's "Overture to 
Rienzi" and Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 5.  A week later 
on November 10, the Symphony will perform its annual 
Music for All concert, conducted by four graduate 
conducting majors.  In the week before Thanksgiving, the 
Opera Practicum opera scenes will be conducted by 
members of  the graduate and undergraduate conducting 
seminars.  The month of  November will also see the 
Symphony in rehearsal for the 28th annual Music for the 
Holidays concerts at the end of  November and beginning of  
December. 
Karyl Carlson and Illinois State University Choirs had a 
profound impact at the Illinois Symphony Orchestra’s recent 
performance of  Beethoven’s 9th Symphony.  Over 150 
students from Concert Choir, Belle Voix, and Men’s Glee 
sang the glorious 4th movement both in Bloomington and 
Springfield.  Choral faculty Tim Fredstrom and Mark 
Grizzard also helped prepare the chorus.  Voice faculty Lily 
Thompson and Justin Vickers were featured as soloists, 
and David Collier, Michael Dicker, Amy Gilreath, 
Kate Lewis, Steve Parsons, and Kim Risinger 
performed in the orchestra.  Graduate student Douglas 
Temples and several alumni also performed as members of  
the orchestra. 
Michael Dicker served as a clinician for 2018 Chicago 
Double Reed Festival, held on Sunday, October 21, at 
Ravinia’s Bennett Gordon Hall.  For his presentation, 
“Economy Bassoon Reed Making,” Michael shared 
recommendations regarding purchase of  equipment and 
techniques of  creating bassoon reeds. 
Ellen Elrick, a member of  the Champaign-Urbana 
Symphony Orchestra, played 3rd flute/piccolo in the 
October 13 performance of  Mahler's Symphony No. 5 and 
Strauss's Four Last Songs.  She also joined the Heartland 
Festival Orchestra in Peoria on flute for their performance of  
the Rodrigo guitar concerto on October 20.  
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M.M. student Hanah Gan and Allison at the Study Abroad Fair.
Performers from the ISO performance of  Beethoven’s 9th Symphony.
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Tom Faux hosted historian, folklorist, and banjo player  
Stephen Wade in his Experiencing Music sections on 
October 18.  Stephen is the author of "The Beautiful Music 
All Around Us: Field Recordings and the American 
Experience" and is well known to NPR audiences for his 
commentaries on “All Things Considered" and “Morning 
Edition,” and for his long-running one-man shows: "Banjo 
Dancing" and “On The Way Home.”  He is a recipient of  
numerous awards including the ASCAP Deems Taylor 
Award and also the Association for Recorded Sound 
Collections (ARSC) 2013 Award for Best History in the 
category of  Folk, Ethnic, or World Music.  Wade's essays, 
reviews, and articles have appeared in American Music, ARSC 
Journal, Encyclopedia of  
Appalachia, Studies in Popular 
Culture, Encyclopedia of  Chicago, 
Musical Quarterly, American 
Archivist, Southern Quarterly, 
Journal of  Country Music, New 
Letters, Beloit Magazine, Folklife 
Center News, the Chicago 
Tribune, and the Washington 
Post’s Book World.  480 ISU 
undergrads got a good dose of  
banjo and Americana! 
Tim Fredstrom and the Cantus Novus Chorale performed 
on Illinois Wesleyan's Religion, Music and the Humanities 
series on October 28.  The event, Illuminating Justice, Inspiring 
Music: An Afternoon with The Saint John's Bible, was part of  the 
year-long celebration and display of The Saint John's Bible at 
IWU, and included a lecture by Jonathan Homrighausen  
and performance by Cantus Novus.  Colleagues Cindy 
Ropp and Lauren Palmer sing in Cantus Novus. 
David Gresham gave a recital on October 16 in Kemp 
Recital Hall.  The first half  featured works for clarinet and 
piano with Momoko Gresham.  The second half  presented 
chamber music in collaboration with faculty Anne Dervin 
on bass clarinet, Paul Nolen on baritone saxophone, and 
graduate clarinet students Taeyeong Jung and 
MaryKatherine Kuhne.  
Mark Grizzard and the Chamber Singers celebrated the 
centennials of  Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania with their  
lecture recital, "The Singing Revolution,” on Thursday, 
October 25 in Kemp Recital Hall.  Diverse repertoire from  
the rich choral heritage of  the Baltic States was performed, 
and student Connor Rooney provided historical insight into 
the ways that these nations used singing as a powerful 
example of  nonviolent political action. 
Kevin Hart had some unusual performances in several 
different venues in October.  As pianist with the ISU Faculty 
Jazz Ensemble, he performed an evening of  jazz 
arrangements of  pop tunes along with Tom Marko, Bill 
Koehler, and Paul Nolen.  His piano trio performed an 
evening of  1920s tunes for an event near Peoria, and he 
performed on vibraphone along with Joey Glassman, another 
vibraphonist, for a rare double vibraphone jazz performance 
at the Iron Post in Urbana. The two were accompanied by a 
bassist and drummer. 
Rachel Hockenberry received travel grants from the 
School of  Music, CTLT, and the Dean’s Office to travel to 
Wichita, Kansas to present and perform at the Mid-South 
Horn Workshop October 12-14.  She presented a lecture 
entitled “Cultivating a Varied and Fulfilling Freelance 
Career,” and performed Herrmann Neuling’s "Bagatelle" on 
a regional artist recital.  She was also selected to perform with 
the regional artist faculty horn choir, which performed on 
recitals throughout the weekend.  At the end of  the month, 
she hosted a horn quartet from the United States Marine 
Band, who gave a wonderful masterclass to the horn studio in 
conjunction with their performance at ISU on October 26. 
Bill Koehler served as bass judge for an ILMEA District 
Festival on October 8.  In addition, he performed with the 
Faculty Jazz Quartet, offering two arrangements – "John 
Barleycorn" (traditional English folk song), and "Both Sides 
Now" (pop tune by Joni Mitchell).  The ISU Bass Ensemble 
gave its annual concert on October 31, featuring works by 
Gastoldi, Brumel, Tallis, Jannequin, J.S.Bach, Weinstein, 
Brahms, Zeitlin, Strauss, Hubbard, and MacAndrews. 
Marie Labonville spoke about the life and music of  
Venezuelan composer, educator, and musicologist Juan 
Bautista Plaza (1898-1965) at a concert of  Latin American 
music presented by the University City Symphony Orchestra 
of  St. Louis on October 14. 
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Stephen Wade in MUS 152.
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Tony Marinello reports that October was a busy month in 
the world of  Illinois State University Bands.  The Wind 
Symphony and Big Red Marching Machine performed  
together in its annual Band-A-Rama concert during 
Homecoming Weekend.  The Wind Symphony was excited 
to collaborate with ISU CFA Hall of  Fame Alumnus 
Francois Battiste on Copland’s "Lincoln Portrait" and 
Andy Rummel on Darrol Barry’s "Concerto for Tuba."  A 
few days later, the Wind Symphony reprised the Copland 
with John Koch narrating and Dr. Rummel performing 
what we believe may be the premiere performance of  the 
complete wind transcription of  Barry’s concerto.  The Wind 
Symphony was also honored to collaborate with Adriana 
Ransom on Dvorak’s “Serenade for Wind Instruments, 
Cello, and Bass.”  The following weekend ISU Bands hosted 
its annual State of  Illinois Invitational Marching Band 
Championships, where 42 high school bands competed for 
the title of  State Champion.  ISU Bands is proud to 
announce that the show was completed this year despite 
some weather issues!  Dr. Marinello later hosted students 
from Streator High School in an open Wind Symphony 
rehearsal in the CPA at the end of  the month.  The Streator 
High School Band was led by alumni Jamie Kotovsky and 
her husband, Cameron Kotovsky.  The “President’s 
Own,” the United States Marine Band, performed in 
Braden Auditorium on Friday, October 26 as part of  their 
annual tour.  Dr. Marinello was an organizer of  the event 
along with representatives from the Pantagraph and the 
College of  Fine Arts.  Tony was honored to guest conduct 
the “President’s Own” in concert on Grainger’s "Children’s 
March: Over the Hills and Far Away." 
Rose Marshack attended "Maior é Deus Grande é João,” 
which was an international, networked 15-city Capoeira 
Angola conference honoring the history and dedication of  
Mestre João Grande, the oldest living Grand Master of  
Capoeira Angola.  Capoeira is an Afro-Brazilian art that 
combines elements of  fight, acrobatics, music, dance, and 
rituals.  The conference was synchronized over the internet 
with the main component in Harlem, NY and connected to 
cities in France, Portugal, Switzerland, Austria, Brazil, 
Greece, Italy, Serbia, Spain, and Germany.  
Steve Parsons attended the 55th annual conference of  the 
International Council of  Fine Arts Deans (ICFAD) in Seattle 
in early October.   CFA Dean Jean Miller and School of  
Art Director Mike Willie also represented ISU.  Steve also 
performed with the Illinois Symphony and Peoria Symphony 
 Orchestras during the month of  October. 
Adriana Ransom and the ISU Cello Studio hosted the 
11th Annual Popper Concert and Workshop on October 14.  
Students from 11 schools and universities participated in the  
event, which concluded with a performance by a 30-member 
cello choir. 
Carl Schimmel has been awarded a commission by the 
Fromm Foundation at Harvard University to write a half-hour 
work for the Left Coast Chamber Ensemble next year.  Read 
the press release here and about the selected composers for 
2018 here. 
David Snyder completed teaching a music appreciation 
course during an accelerated term at Lincoln College.  Dr. 
Snyder also performed with the Peoria Symphony in their 
Harry Potter concert on October 27.  David will conduct the 
ILMEA District III Band on the Olivet Nazarene University 
Campus in November.  The finest young wind and percussion 
players from central Illinois will be in attendance. 
Ben Stiers traveled to Akron, Ohio on October 28 to 
perform a concert with Project 122, his marimba duo with 
Matt Jacklin of  Olivet Nazarene University.  The concert 
was hosted by School of  Music alumnus Larry Snider, 
Distinguished Professor of  Percussion at the University of  
Akron. 
Tuyen Tonnu's student, Erica Gallermo , won first place  
in the Collegiate Piano Solo Division of  the 2018 Illinois 
State Music Teachers Association Competition South.  Luis 
Solis and Grace Zimmerman, students of  Geoffrey 
Duce, won second and third places.  All three winners are 
undergraduate piano majors.  
Michelle Vought was invited to perform 
during the week of  October 8 at the national 
Women’s Week Festival in Provincetown, 
Massachusetts for her 12th year.  While there she 
did several performances.  Her one woman show 
this year was entitled “Still Classy, Sassy, and a 
Bit Smart-Assy.” 
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News, Announcements, and Reminders 
Safety Reminders 
Please remember to lock your office door when working 
outside of  regular business hours.  Also, if  you need an 
escort at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 438-8631. If  you 
discover someone in our buildings who you believe should 
not be there, do not confront the individual.  Rather, call 
ISU PD at 438-8631. 
Piano Humidification Control 
Please keep piano humidification units plugged in at all 
times.  If  you need to unplug for any reason, please plug 
them back in before you leave the room.  Pianos with 
covers should be covered when not in use.  Remember that 
piano covers should never be placed on the floor or any 
other dirty surface. 
Problems With Our Facilities? 
If  you have any facilities problems in Cook Hall, please 
contact Tim Schachtschneider.  For problems in any of  our 
other spaces, please contact Mona Hubbard.  To call in 
emergencies after hours or on weekends, dial 438-5656. 
Concert Hall Lights 
When rehearsing in the Concert Hall, please use 
PRESET 9 whenever possible.  This will extend the life 
of  the lamps. 
Classroom Projectors 
Please turn projectors off  immediately after use.  Units 
are being found on in the evenings and on weekends. 
Lock Doors 
Please remember to lock doors behind you when a room 
is not in use.  Report doors found unlocked to the SOM 
Office. 
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Upcoming Events 
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  
Please check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know 
if  corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
11/2	 	 Jazz Ensembles I & II @  8pm, CPA 
11/3	 	 Civic Chorale Gala Concert @ 7pm, CPA 
11/4	 	 Belle Voix & Glee Clubs @ 3pm, CPA 
11/4	 	 Symphony Orchestra @ 7pm, CPA 
11/5	 	 Sonneries @ 7:30pm, KRH 
11/10	 	 Music for All Concert @ 10am, CPA 
11/10	 	 Big Band Dance @ 7pm, NLC 
11/11	 	 Percussion Ensemble @ 7pm, KRH 
11/13	 	 Jazz Combos @ 8pm, KRH 
11/14	 	 Opera Practicum @ 7:30pm, KRH 
11/14	 	 Sym Winds w/Normal West @ 8pm, CPA 
11/15	 	 Wind Symphony @ 8pm, CPA 
11/16	 	 Sym Band/UBand @ 8pm, CPA 
11/27	 	 Performance Convocation @ 11am, CPA 
11/28	 	 African Drum& Dance @ 7:30pm, KRH 
11/29	 	 Music Factory @ 8pm, KRH 
12/1	 	 Audition Day @ 9am, CPA 
12/1	 	 Music for the Holidays @ 3pm, CPA 
12/1	 	 Music for the Holidays @ 7pm, CPA 
12/2	 	 Music for the Holidays @ 3pm, CPA 
12/8	 	 String project Concert @ 11am, CPA 
12/9	 	 CSA Recital @ 2pm, KRH 
12/15	 	 CFA Commencement @ 1pm, Arena 
12/18	 	 Grades Due @ Noon 
12/20	 	 Grades posted online 
12/23	 	 Offices close for holiday break  
1/2/19	 	 Offices reopen after break 
2018 -2019 Audition Dates 
	 Saturday, 9/29/18	   Friday, 2/1/19 
	 Saturday, 12/1/18	   Saturday, 2/2/19 
	 Friday, 1/18/19	    Saturday, 2/9/19 
	 Saturday, 1/19/19	   Saturday, 3/23/19 
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